
 
 

This is the place to connect with the BHA Resident Capacity Team, find resources in
the community, and learn about opportunities to connect with other residents. We

will be sharing updates, resources, and important information for our residents,
Local Tenant Organizations, and community partners.

BHA is hiring! Visit our website for the current job postings.
Click here to apply today!

For resident resources please visit the BHA Resident Empowerment Resource
website by clicking here.

LTO & Resident Highlights

Send us pictures and
updates of the events
going on at your site
and we could feature

you in our next
newsletter!

Click the button below
to email the REC.

Share Your
Stories

Important Information and Reminders

Tufts Health Unify Plan

This One Care plan can bring together
your MassHealth and Medicare
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benefits together to simplify your
healthcare. To learn more and see
Spanish translation, click the flyer or visit
tuftshealthplan.com/unify.

COVID-19 Booster Shots:

As of September 12, 2023, CDC recommends everyone 6 months and older get an
updated COVID-19 vaccine to protect against the potentially serious outcomes of
COVID-19 illness this fall and winter. Updated COVID-19 vaccines from Pfizer-
BioNTech and Moderna will be available. Anyone 6 months or older who
completed a primary COVID-19 vaccination series OR received a booster dose at
least two months ago should get the updated booster. You can learn more about
BPHC’s recommendations and find vaccine clinics in Boston on this page.

Elderly Boston Housing Residents are especially encouraged to make an
appointment and receive the vaccine. This is a free service, stay protected and
safe!

Learn about the BHA's Section 3 Policy and Contract Compliance:

The Section 3 Policy is intended to benefit BHA residents, BHA voucher holders, low
income residents in the Boston area, and low income businesses. Please visit the BHA
Section 3 Compliance page at this link. Additionally, if you or someone you know owns
a construction related business, please visit the website for resources or contact the
Office of Civil Rights about Section 3 Business opportunities.

Scholarship Information
Session

Want to learn more about attending
Northeastern University for free?
BHA public housing residents are
encouraged to attend an
information session on Wednesday
December 13, from 5:00pm-6:30pm!
Use this link to sign up.

https://tuftshealthplan.com/unify
https://www.boston.gov/government/cabinets/boston-public-health-commission/covid-19-vaccine-boston
https://www.bostonhousing.org/en/Center-for-Community-Engagement/Civil-Rights/Section-3-and-Contract-Compliance.aspx
http://tinyurl.com/BHAscholars


 
Current graduating high school
seniors or transfer students
who live in BHA public housing
are eligible for a full-tuition
scholarship from
Northeastern University!
Interested students can find out
more about this opportunity by
viewing the flyer, visiting our
website, or emailing
bhascholars@bostonhousing.
org. Click here to see whether
your site qualifies as public
housing.

Additional scholarships are also
available to Boston students
who are not BHA residents.
Click the flyer for more
information.

https://www.bostonhousing.org/en/Center-for-Community-Engagement/Northeastern-BHA-Scholars-Program.aspx#:~:text=Northeastern University BHA Scholars Program&text=The scholarship is available to,of Professional Studies (CPS).
mailto:bhascholars@bostonhousing.org
https://www.bostonhousing.org/en/Housing-Communities/Public-Housing-Communities.aspx


Public Comment Period: Massachusetts Internet for All Plan

Over the last six months, MBI has been on a mission to hear from residents across the
state about their experiences accessing and using the internet. MBI has now
developed a strategic plan to guide the investment of millions of federal dollars to
close the digital divide and ensure universal broadband availability across the
Commonwealth. To ensure they got it right they are receiving public comments
from now until December 15, 2023! Find the executive summary for the Internet for
All Plan here and submit comments to MBI.

Affordable Connectivity
Program

Save $30/month on home internet when
you enroll in the Affordable Connectivity
Program. If you receive  SNAP,
Medicaid, Federal Public Housing
Assistance, Veterans Pension or Survivor
Benefits, SSI, WIC, or Lifeline you will
automatically qualify!

For more information about the program
and a translated version click the flyer to
the right.

Find the Affordable Connectivity
Program application here or request a
paper copy from
rec@bostonhousing.org.

Verizon Fios Home
Internet

Get free Verizon Fios internet
with the Affordable
Connectivity Program! Fios
home internet is 100% fiber
optic to handle any internet
speeds you and your family
need. Contact the local Fios
representative at
rodolfo.ibarra@v-rep.com or
(978) 440-0027 for help signing
up! Fore more information visit
verizon.com/internetnow, or

https://files.constantcontact.com/660aa5dc001/035a93c9-6321-4c5c-bca7-0d9e2f657b7f.pdf?rdr=true
https://airtable.com/appRkPUzxzqllKHzW/shrERarYfB617J1HT
https://getinternet.gov/apply?id=acp&ln=RW5nbGlzaA%3D%3D
mailto:rec@bostonhousing.org
mailto:rodolfo.ibarra@v-rep.com
http://verizon.com/internetnow


click the flyer to the left.

Finding Affordable
Internet:
Comcast Internet Essentials

Get affordable, high-speed Internet
to your home by getting Internet
Essentials from Comcast. With the
Affordable connectivity program
this can make your internet FREE!

For more information and
translation click the flyer to the left
or click here .

Want a technology class
near you?

Do you want to learn how to
use a computer and improve
your technology skills?

Fill out the form at this link or
scan the QR code to the left to
demonstrate interest for a
technology class at your
development.

https://www.xfinity.com/learn/internet-service/internet-essentials
https://form.asana.com/?k=ewW_grQQK345sGNKHdQgvg&d=405904072222929


BHA First Home Program

BHA has created new resources to help
residents towards their goal of
homeownership. BHA’s First
Home Program is a partnership with the
City of Boston Mayor’s Office of Housing
where the City is providing eligible BHA
residents with enhanced down payment
assistance of up to $75,000 for a home
purchased within the City of Boston.
This program is available to all BHA
residents who purchase a home within
the City of Boston.

To learn more about eligibility and
applying, click here.

https://www.bostonhousing.org/en/For-Section-8-Leased-Housing/Resident-Information/BHA-First-Home-Program.aspx


Curbside Food Waste Collection
Curbside compost waitlist sign up, enrollment should be reopening this Summer
(currently limited to buildings with six units or less):
https://www.boston.gov/departments/public-works/curbside-food-waste-
collection

Project Oscar
Project Oscar is Boston’s 24-hour community compost pilot program. Project Oscar
compost bins give communities a place to drop off residential food scraps for
composting. There are currently 15 locations. For more information, visit:
https://www.boston.gov/departments/public-works/project-oscar

GROWBOSTON
GrowBoston is administered by the Mayor’s Office of Housing. The program's goal is
to increase food production and support local food producers in Boston. This includes
gardeners, farmers, beekeepers, and more. For more information and resources for
starting a garden or farm on a vacant lot and learning how to farm, visit:
https://www.boston.gov/departments/growboston

Black Male Advancement
The Office of Black Male Advancement works to empower Black men and boys by
focusing on policies, programs, resources, and local and national partnerships. This
includes small grants, My Brother's Keeper, and more. For more information, visit:
https://www.boston.gov/departments/black-male-advancement

Women's Advancement
The Office of Women's Advancement aims to promote gender equity by empowering
women and removing systemic barriers to their advancement. Programs include
opportunities for female entrepreneurs, free menstruation products and information
and work to close the wage gap. For more information about services and upcoming
event, visit: https://www.boston.gov/departments/womens-advancement

Partner Programs

Tenant Talk Live Calls/Webinars

Tenant Talk Live calls/webinars provide opportunities for residents to connect with
NLIHC and one another, to share best practices, and to learn how to be more
involved in influencing federal housing policies and to lead in their
communities. Normally held once a month, Tenant Talk Live is now being offered

https://www.boston.gov/departments/public-works/curbside-food-waste-collection
https://www.boston.gov/departments/public-works/project-oscar
https://www.boston.gov/departments/growboston
https://www.boston.gov/departments/black-male-advancement
https://www.boston.gov/departments/womens-advancement
https://www.boston.gov/departments/womens-advancement


more frequently to inform and learn from resident and tenant leaders are organizing
throughout the country. Sign up for the next discussion on December 4 or December
18 here!

The Food Project

The Food Project is providing assistance to
residents that would like to begin growing a
garden!
Residents of Roxbury, Dorchester, and
Mattapan are encouraged to apply!
For more information, scan the QR code or
head to thefoodproject.org/bag and apply
today!

Dimock Center Childcare

To enroll for child and family services
(including Foundations for Learning, Early
Head Start, Head Start, and Home Visiting)
at Dimock, click here or visit dimock.org.

Click the image to enlarge. Call 617-442-8800
ext. 1219 with questions.

Economic Mobility Pathways

(EMPath) is a Boston-based nonprofit that
disrupts poverty through direct services,
advocacy, research, and a global learning
network. To learn more about the program
please click on the the flyer or call 617-259-
2933.

Visit empathways.org to learn more.

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcrcOmqqD0oH9aHFO8inZoX4ZuDrAEiFO_m#/registration
http://thefoodproject.org/bag
https://dimock.org/service-child-and-family-services-early-head-start-and-head-start-programs-boston-apply/
https://dimock.org/
https://www.empathways.org/
https://www.empathways.org/updates/article/empaths-newest-program-is-now-recruiting-participants?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIv-_k9L7f9wIVTvvICh139gkTEAAYASAAEgJNYvD_BwE


Big Brothers Big Sisters

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Eastern
Massachusetts has matched thousands
of local children and teens with amazing,
transformative mentors. For more
information, click the flyer, visit
emassbigs.org/enroll/child, or call 617-
956-0282.

Click the image to enlarge it and view
translations.

Youth Programming

http://emassbigs.org/enroll/child


Students between 12 and 18 are invited to apply for Brookview's TEACH Program, an
interactive workshop series throughout the 2023-2024 academic year. The program is
designed to educate and empower teens to make positive impacts in a community
that is struggling with Substance Use Disorder (SUD). Find more information about
the program and program locations in the information packet and apply online!

ICA Youth Programs

Join one of the school-year-length
programs at the Institute for
Contemporary Art Boston (ICA) to get
paid to create, connect, and grow.

Teen Arts Council (TAC): learn more and
apply here by December 1st.

Teen Exhibitions Program (TEP): learn
more and apply here by December 1st.

Caminos College and
Career Pathways Program

Through his program recent
graduates, 11th and 12th can
receive one-on-one coaching, peer-
led workshops, networking
opportunities, and culturally-
relevant education opportunities to

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KYeS0I182cX6pzjwd1SmnbX7Ccw5ht7NF9YccVyrXDk/edit
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=nSAsNfR8NkSLv-kKuR4Z6JfqU-1PJJtDgXlux4gfJKxUOVhaRlBOV1Y5WlU5Rk9RU1hXWDNVQk9BQS4u
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdnTTETuFWV16rJYSObRK8-bMDPjWMaArL_yqOwatwcP7eRPQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeAijEA8i7XN22iA04JfK76aPqu8vgD6sX4D67v0Zy_rnEmgQ/viewform


support them as they take the next
steps after high school. Learn more
and apply here!

https://www.hydesquare.org/caminos/?utm_source=Youth+Engagement+and+Advancement&utm_campaign=OYEA+Weekly+7%2F31-8%2F6&utm_medium=email


Professional Development

Community Health Worker Job Opportunity

The Community Care Transitions (C-CAT) Initiative is seeking a Community Health
Worker to be an integral member of an interdisciplinary home health care
management team. Find a full job description here or contact Dr. Jocelyn Carter,
MD, MPH Jcarter0@partners.org for inquiries or questions about the position.

MassHire Downtown
Boston Young Adult Career
Center Services

MassHire career coaches are
available to help Boston residents,
ages 18 to 24, with many different
tasks, including exploring interests
and careers, enrolling in job training
programs, applying for jobs, and
more. This comprehensive program
offers a wide range of services
tailored to young adults’ needs and
aspirations.

Connect with a coach here or visit
the MassHire Downtown Boston

https://files.constantcontact.com/660aa5dc001/a6fb67dc-9ab8-4356-b78d-f56c01db75f4.pdf?rdr=true
mailto:Jcarter0@partners.org
https://link.hello.boston.gov/c/443/2ed469c207e25eea6ee3f61debd10f44ab0b0644697756143acb1dab0809b54fca5f1aa49e5edb96


Career Center at 75 Federal Street,
3rd Floor, Boston, MA 02110.

The Teaching Kitchen

Do you enjoy cooking and want FREE
professional training? The Teaching
Kitchen is a free 12-week culinary
training program for people who are
serious about becoming employed in
a professional kitchen.

This program includes a culinary
internship, instruction from a full time
chef instructor, classes in job
readiness, nutrition, financial
empowerment, and digital literacy.

Upcoming classes start December
11th and January 29th or 12 weeks
Monday-Thursday 8:45am-4pm.

For more information about the
program please reach out to
allison@servings.org or click the
application to the right to apply!

G{Code}

Applications are open for the Winter
2024 cohort! Formerly known as
Intro to G{Code}, Intro to Web Dev is
a free virtual program designed to

mailto:allison@servings.org


give women and non-binary people
of color from 18-25 exposure to
coding to uncover interest and
aptitude in tech in a supportive,
inclusive, and safe environment.

Find more information and the
application at this link!

BEST Hospitality
Apprenticeship Programs

Start a career in hotels with BEST
Hospitality Training Programs. The
next classes begin January 8, 2024
for 6 weeks Monday-Friday 9am-
2pm. For more information visit
their website or click the flyer.

JVS Boston

Click the flyer to the left for
information about JVS Boston
professional development
opportunities or click the link below.

Get FREE training to become an
early childhood educator or nurses
aide! The Bridges to College and
Careers program is additionally
available for recent graduates to
kickstart a career!

https://www.thegcodehouse.com/intro-to-gcode
https://besthtc.org/job-seekers/
https://www.jvs-boston.org/bridges/


Building Pathways is offering a
free 200+ hour career
exploration program with
hands on exposure to the
trades. Visit their website here
to see program information
and dates for one of the
mandatory information
sessions.

Connect with the REC!

The Resident Capacity Program staff is available by phone and email, as well as in the office
several days a week to provide assistance to residents over the phone or video call.

Local Tenant Organizations should email their board-related requests and/or questions (i.e.
resources, tenant participation funds, laundry funds, etc.) to rec@bostonhousing.org.

Visit the LTO Resource Page
Visit the Resident Resource Page

 

Contact
Us

 

BostonHousing.org CCECR Homepage
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